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Duster with a modern twang
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A horse story
with local colour

WESTERN from page RI

Which is sort of a big deal because,
while Frisell, 55, has mde dozens
of recomdings in the last 25 years,
creating an ceuvre both retro and
spacey, he hasn't worked on many
sounctracks And when hie has, "it'd
bt aded something om, or fix it up”
as he explained recenily from a
studin near his home in Scattle.
“Here. I've got to be part af the
wihale process, from the ground u
Before, itd be, "The film's al
done,’ and it seemed like I'd be
showing up just a few days before
ithe film came out in theatres,”

All Har=the tithe comes from the
cowpoke put-down, "Dude’s all hax
no canle”™ — poi is start as Brad
Smith's second novel in 2003, And,
amazingly enough, s Smith,
whose home ks a two-scre spread
fear Dunnville, Ont, west of Fort
Erie, who wmie the screenplay.
Usually, writers arent invited to
turn their novels into movies, and
thiery aren't alwinys weloome visitors
(o the actual shoot. But Smith, a
carpenter and car restorer by day,
figires he was on-set for a1 least 65
per cent of the filming. Jonas and
Farlinger acguiesced, in pan be-
caise "pne of Brad's great strengths
is 1o ereate o universe that's suthen-
tic. It would have been stupid not to
drow on that knowledge.”

“Yeah.” agreed Smith. 49. "Len re-
ally plcked my heain abot,”

Refreshingly, the story in Al Har
ihe movie hews pretry close to that
of All Har the book. Is about Ray
Dokes (Luke Kirby), a 39-year-old
ex-pailbind who's just served two
vears for having severcly beaten
Sonny Stanton (Moam lenkins), the
feckless, conniving son of a wealthy
thoroughbred breeder and owner
from the Niagar peninsula.

[hekes seems determined to stay
auf af rouble and s 1aken under
the wing of Pete Culpepper (Carra-
dine), a crusty cowpoke and horse
tratner from Texas who's falling ever

deeper tnto delb as he tries 1o find
the winning pony that will make
that deb disappear.

But thienm Stanton sets his sights
on taking over the farm owned by
Dokes's former lover, the stubborn,
beautiful Eita (Lisa Hay of Waler
fame). Meanwhile, a 510-million
stallion named Jumping Jack Flash
goes missing from Stanton Staldles,
and when it inadvertently comes
into Dokess on, the ex-con
hatches a raceirack sting I suc-
cessful, it will set many things a-
right. and if not, it will put him be-
hind bars ngain.

Smulth, who confesses *1 was inito
horse-racing well belore | became a
writer,” says he's pleased with the
wiy the movie has tumed out, at
brast so far, “IV% never going 1o look
or sound the same as it is in your
head,” he says “Hell, [the movie]
could even be better than what's in
vour head or on the page. But it's
not the same.” 5ill, before he sub-
mutted the seripl, he told Farlinger,
wihvo also served as the movie's story
editor, *1 won't change the charmc-
ters and | won't change the story —
let's get that straighe.”

Hiring Frisell, however, was en-
tirely Farlinger’s decision. "How'd 1
et him? Well, 1 looked at the back
cover of one of his records and fol-
lowed the distribution company’s
name back 1o the producer [Lee
Towwmesegyd ] 10 was as exotic as that'”
e sabd with a lough.

Inickally Farlinger, a  self-de-
seribved Frisell fan of bang standing,
thought he'd go with a series of
songs from variows artists, not beast
because the last film hed produced
with Jlonas, 26s grivty, ultra-ur-
ban Mankey Warfare, had "a strong
song soundireck,” with waorks by
Leonand Cohen, Dutrageous Cher-
ry and Ultimate Spinach, among
others. Bui then, Farlinger contin-
wird, “all the movies that were, like,
references for All Hat — Hud and
Unforgiven and Shane — pone of
them have songe”™ Soon he was
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